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Restoring Islamic character
Can this happen in Turkey? The military men who still domi-

nate Turkey are determined to prevent any return to the past.
But a nurnber of increasingly powerful religious-nationalist
nror,ements are working to restore the nation's Islamic charac-
ter. Championed by the National Salvation Party, they believe
Turkey must again embrace Islam. reassert its former identity
anci ioin the politv of Mttslim nations.

Gii'en the mor-al and spiritual vacuurn prevalent in modern
Turkey, these calls are being met by wide acceptance among
rural dweilers and students. The strong nationalistic feelings of
most Turks are finding expression in these fundamentalist
beliefs, a process that is today sweeping across the Muslim
ri'orld. Linlike Westerners, many Turks believe that betterment
can be found in the past, not in the future.

The recent election of Turgut Ozal, whose rightist party advo-
cates a moderate reassertion oi Islamic values, is an important
indrcator of this trend. He roundly defeated the Western-oriented
parties promoted by Turkey's generals.- 

These events are being watched closely in the West. Turkey
has )iATO's largest standing army and serves as a bullwark
against Russian expansion into the Middle East. After the loss of
Iran. Turkey has become the cornerstone of NATO's eastern
defence; any change in Turkey's orientation would be a disaster
for the West.

It is certainiy difficult to imagine today's dreary, aimless
Turke-"- suddenly recapturing the fiery spirit of its glorious past.
Yet beneath the grey veneer of state capitalism, there are stir-
ring emotional currents that could lead, one day, to yet another
dramatic chapter in the continuing 20th-century Islamic Revolu-
tion.
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