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guerrilla environment makes any invasion

Snowbound frozen hell
Few Finns doubt that their latent military power is the real
reason why Russia did not invade their nation after World War
II, and why Moscow is content to allow Finland its freedom
today In 1939-1940, Russia seized 26,000 square miles of Finnish
territory — at a cost of one million men. Taking all of Finland
might well cost the Soviets up to three million casualties.

Southern Finland is on the same latitude as Whitehorse in the
Yukon; one third of Finland lies within the Arctic Circle. In
winter, Finland turns into a snowbound, frozen hell where tem-
peratures drop to -50F. During the short summer, much of
Finland, which is covered with lakes and rivulets, becom'es a
swampy morass. The forests of Finland are every bit as ideal
for guerrilla warfare as the jungles of Vietnam.

This difficult terrain would have little defensive value were the
Finns not so resolutely determined to defend their nation. Recent
polls have shown that the doughty Finns are among phe Wprld’s
leaders in willingness to resist aggression. Contrast this attitude,
and the freedom which it has brought, to the whining, cowardly
Czechs who have twice allowed themselves to be invaded in the
past 50 years without firing a shot.

Or, compare Finland to Canada, another neighbor of Russia
and a nation almost five times more populous. In spite of spend-
ing almost twice as much per capita on defence as Finland,
Canada can field only 1/20th the numbers of soldiers as Finland.
To the Finns, defence means national survival; to Canadians it
is merely an irksome afterthought. ;

The tough, dour Finns are clearly ready to fight to the last
man to defend their country. The Russians, with long memories,
know this and are content to leave the Finns alone. The West
may have forgotten the village of Suomussalmi, but the veterans
of the Red Army still recall with fear the white ghosts of the
Finnish forests.

(Eric ‘Margolis 'is a ‘mémber of the Canadian Institute)of Strate-
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