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wom9.1 tots- of mosquitos, ana, oi:c-oriri"llL* .ui_
so_n d'gtre, the panarira Cdnal. '

,^|1st^d:_th" Canal Zone, a slice of middle America
ITS 1:111_$9 nal5ow.waist of panimi,--ib,ooo
u.D.Eoops protect the vital maritime link 6etweenthe pa-cific and Ailantic. e tiriii-trr-i'ir,l"r'no*gtown less important in the_age or i"g"-Jirrie",and tgnkers that are too Iaige for ?tre- canat.Tbough the canal will e_ventualiy 

""ue"l'io 
"d"n"_

Tlgan control, this littrq natiori oi'zli-mirmn isstilt a butwark of u.S. ilhft;a;in'it'it"ur
America.

Early in the week.. paaama was convulsed byriots spa_rked by charges made bv-i'"."nio"National Guard officer, c6t.-oiaa nuiitJnition,,srongman, Gen. Noriega, laO crimmiituO- u-*frof"slew of .crimes. No{egq, 
"ulrr"i""ii"r. n"aarranged to have a boirb put i-noara^itri air_craft of panama's late,strongilin, IiJ'du#irov"nt

S_o..9p"t Torrijg, who wa-s f<iffbO ln-a-misterious l98l crash. Diaz also.accused-Noridga ofUengaing a leading opposition lrg,i",'oi^i"i,ofr"_
penJ in tbe drug raori'and of ittiEit a'earinis wittrthe inteltigence ibrvices ;tbuil;a rr;;i.""uraz cermed he had. broken-.with his former ally
1t,tu ylgpg of. a cerrain rndd;-d;^i".!o s"i
F-E lod.ug."..h"s_his own gurus ana seers anOpas..suggqsted that Diaz_is un-der a ipuff. F"ir"rnui= t[gt kind of place. 

-Romin 
-culnlii"ir^ ?i*".readity with r,atin 

"no atiican luji,l"iii""iu"r",who are we to sneer after the ieisoni- oi'Ji*,Tammy and Oral?
_ Tbe.charge r-nqde by. Diaz are likely true. For
fp:_tigu Washington has been grumbline 

-about

ffi ttg1:[?:tiljdqel He has Eeen iccfisea uv
1._"__Tu,6r.tgators and congress of drug runnin{,
:pInC, btlu{",. murder and iust aUout Eveiyitriri'gese except failure to prom6te. equif pay.'vran!pan^arranians, an easv_loing, fiesfi_buirfi'pebprd,
"f *o fed up with-tht gEi,"iir-""a'r,i! 5i"ong-ftndt

ERIC

minutes work foi trre u.s. fit!;; ,tiiiJnlj ii, tt"9qlel Zone. Most p;""fi;;1";T;;rd ;;delighred. But as distasteful iJ rri;;i.# *iJ *"_,washington-is leery auoui using i"ts'iFilsciJ"against
a Latin leader.

^ {9y_latins,regqld panama as much more.thana seamy and rather slea2y dictatoiihip- whoseIeaders line their pockets- wittr m-onev-i.;fi druA.;alms dealing, finahcial ctricaneiy-an"tt coriirabafiA]It's sort of a rent-a-country. *ft";;;;;it 
"igr,tq1lce,. s!.ady financier.s, ,iiqi"l;; oii in! r..,narcotraficanfes and alt' varieiG-oi-iniiriiglnii.spgoks can freely operate.

.Ejven so, an American ouster of Noriega would
il,u1!g,ntY p.roduce a! uproar in Latin'America
ancl international condemiratio-n. b--;tlibn, q:ui;kit
f l1I",, ul _the mere 

. 
mention 

-bJ-',, 
T" ni.tE"i#*u"n_Lrurr. La[rns oeeDlv resent the implication thatthey a:e.too potiti'ca'lly lmmature to manage theirown anarrs and must. rely on Uncle Sam io disci_pline their unruly polirrcos.

Should Washingtbn do anything at all? It,s curi_
.oyl low liberal-Ieft emeri"cans'ae-una iir"t tr,uU.S..keep hands off tefuwing reeiri"r iii""ffi""."_gua but, in the next breath,.tem"and-tf,"f W"rting-
{gn {o something about -rightist ,;A;; int""",Iikc panama, Kolea oi tt 

"'i;[]iripoiii,r...rew ot these people_ bother t-o realize that thehigh tevet of inteinai dissenr.in;igil;ila r{ffi;
.s_Lows that they are aot. absoluTe Oictitorlnips.
Yl_e1t. bl".ontiast, did ;;-i;;;'iuJ'"pioi"Jt. in
l9va,nq against the regime of Fidet Caii.oi-co__p?Ted qo Marxist Cuba-, panama juem, -"- t"u"onof,.f.{eedom and human iigh6. 

----

-j|ll, something. ought .Io be done.. Bad resimes
lpawn, problems that invite communist iuUveision.
Ftlgng democracies are ttre neiliul"n"Tliainrt
leftism..Now is the tirne for s-tft-dJi"cili #3*, 

"geaile. financial nudge rrom waitringiiriuno'J niceMi3mi retirement villa tor cen. rv-ofi;;. '* -But make sure, please, th;I iri-b;-&ilg out the
ll!!y general ttiat a nastier prirolero-doJs notqpb poye.r. or, even worse, thit ttre-irnaeiJ.ounocommunist party in panama does not emerge andmaxe a coup. Remember that wtren fuziv_f,JaaeA
|:Sig:rl, {ir"my. Carter undermined Nic"aragua,sromoza, the result was 

_the, 
SandaniSti aictatoisfripof-the proletariat and all those Cubin-anJ"IovietaqvFers.

Pana.manians, who prefer making fiestas torevolutions, need a spring cleaning, noT fvfaii.

The problem with panama
lgga. is_a hot, stp4mJ neck of land that
conneets- Central and South emerici.-it trisjT9.S:.89*.,. some ."rnan 

"nif 
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SlT lJnStn:en. That's *ty tt"y taueEtiT.tnu
str.eels pleading with the ri.s.-Cd fiiil;'iui"
".lT: 19w, rhere are clear signs that panama,s
Flsiness community G-ir.o'iufiffi ;.lljiiili
Ig:b,91 _qt"n this hippened i, S;;;;;?r'iFil"""_Norie.ga. When this trippenea-in Sil;;;gua, it.marked the end of the oliga;;hi;*,rd, rL rnarKeq lne end ot the oligarchic dynasty.

9::lrlg_ I-gttgga.and his.crgnies would "be a-iew
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