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years to do just this, but without much success.
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,_yThi"g.too has precijus tiitfi i;-#;il-r'o. itsrnve-stment.. The -Gulf araUi and-S"uifi a'."Ui"nave been cheered uo a bit uv urJu.S]ii"r,r, uu,ltt"g\- 9! rankers continue" ;iil;; p;;ll. onthe Gulf War's more important landll"ioi,'ii"q i,bracing_for another immlneo-i'ii"oiir' 
"tt""tagainst Basra.

Clearly, I-ran's angry mullahs have not beencowed by aI tbe westE.ir navai-irufffi ini"puffingalong ttreir coasts. Nor have th"y U&n *o'vk atall__by LIN calls for a ceasefire.
_ riow lhen is Washington going to save its belea_guered Iraqi allv?
,^LoS.,poii"yrirakers, as I noted recently. arenopmg rhat somehow Egypt *ix resci;'iilq bt
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naung been badly burned il ttre-yeheniclvrl war of the t9O(b.,;'t^ffi t "il"'f,""ffi ' ffi 
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rus trarr caus ror Ene u.s. Navy to mine all ofIran's oil terminals, using stateoilthJ_arl^acoustic
and pressure mines'that ivouiti-ue iiiimeiv airuicult to sweep. If necessary, malor pum-pi-,igiii_jios 
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U.S. warships would enforce i naval UtbctaOe tfratmight atso-inctude stopping- .iivifiari'ii'ii,eu asmilitary carsos. ooing d1i-liii. 
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cutoq.80% of Iran's oil exporrs.

-_There.is,.however,,oir9 !ig, and .one lesser, but.
I:.,:lrl!qgic boycolt .or ii?h-wlr-'riorji"ivitnout
Jovret cooperation. Teheran and Moscow aie juiinow talking ab.-out pipelines .to g_a_r_ry-i""nl"n g",and, perhaps-oil noifli into the uStft,r-peiioleurn
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variet-y of heavy indu,sflisl p"o:Jcis 'tior"o*
strongty backs Iriq but.has ma'dA6d i;'teep nor-mal if cool relation3 wlrn rran.
- Neither IMashington nor Moscow want to seeIran win the Gulf -War Uut neitfrei.'dd'ilil dovietswant to permanenily alienate the tianianil -
. Aq-a,result, the Soviets must now be scratch.ing thei_r heads and trving to-nd.u"J ouiif,"i, ne*tmove. Joining a U.S._ledblockide- of iran-woufOlikcly end the war anA save Iraq. euilt'*lda 

"froinfuriate the lranians. wtrat;Jlno.i,'r'i#"" onthe Gulf front would attow iran-to il"i id*"tt"n_tion to Afghanistan. sut aii-l-his oiig.'hf*l,"pp"n
anyway if Iraq collapses.

The Soviets must ilso worry about the threat of
11 f.slamlc gpheaval in their"own vrirsliin"coroniaf
empire. And nobody in the Kremtin-woufa-fite tosee U.S. forces atticking lraniin-ia.d"-tiitut 
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. T!e. mingl ,,but" concerns patiiitan. -irii'migtrt

*.:t^_?g_"qp t9. 1v.rssre. "rouna "-fr;;k;d" Ttexporrlng its oil through neighboring patiistari.
Lately. the Iranians a;d F;ifft;ir'r,"ril"u""n
ygry qf.upmy-so much, in fact, ttul ianstanhas -withdrawn most ot its so,obd iio6pi iirt otsaudi Arabia who were nlgtucii,ifild;)fi iamilyfrom internal rebellion_. This m-ade-tf,,if""ni"*
smile_and-the Saudis glower. ffidd p"iir^t"i' .ia"with Iran? Maybe - pirticularly -ii tt 
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con_grggs keeps trying to iabotage fakistan. -'-'

. wnar hap.pens with the- blockade plan will, of
."pg:9,.reatly depend o.{r. Moscow. Mv?-ueis'is ttr"tthe cautious Soviets will not go atons"with i fun_scale military blockade but may afree to lomemilder economic pressure.

This., I suspecti will not work either. The chest_poundirrg.-Irairian's, who aow smell victory on thesalty Gulf air, are not .about to giue ufi-if,"ii"t otywar without a stiff fight.
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"Pass me the soap, please."


