
Middle Easf ill prepared
fo sfop Ayatollah's armres

0y Gnfe iil.\nsoLtri
*otr:tot lo't'hr $lob.r nrfit fu0rl

Itr'ltghltlr.lrrllltrrry nrrvonrr,trtr,
I hul (lnt.ii"fi rl :.iurhlgtif y, lr:(l I rv rrrr rlr i.
ttttk: k.trrft.tll (lr..lnrrtrltrrrl ll gr;r1;r1,

lltr'lr ftrlktw Morill'nrr ol lr:rr.',y. lrul
tk.vrt:illllllg Morrliol, lrrrh ;rrrrl lt.r
slrttt iltvrlsirttrfl lrorll lfrr; l;irit nlri
rrtt:ufl'lnl: lht'litris l1 l[t. lrllltlrV ol
Mklrlk. lirurl ,

'ltxlrty, tfn lltrr lrtrillrrr r.!r'nrftlir
tx,$lcBt. llrrtirn lltc$rr llt.!tnrlti r'r1rtr
pt:ttr llltu l lrrr(l lltclrllg, ryrrrllltil
rlf,l)Ildlr:t!f{llnl tlllrrrtgqlr tlro Mlilrlh'
[;]rtrt. Art lrntrlrrl"l*(l l.tlrrrrrft.' l{rr
prthllr: llt lttttl trt1t11111 llhr'lV ttrtIrir*
tlrr' lrrrrll Alrrrv rllr.plrlgr rrrrrrr' tr.
:i(,lv.r ln rlrlr:iltlltri{ llii lIil|lrilrinil
lluttt ll rlhl llr ill lrrlviriurl flpiltllrrlq
wltlr lrlrr,

'I'ltrr fipltllrrl; lhllll.y ril tlu lr'rrr1l
lorq:r$ iil r1rto,*tllorrriltla, hr li! rrilrnllrrr
ol flgh!lrrg flroy ltrrvri trrlrrr lr'rilV lril
Itlto lhlrrl oi tltrtlt lrlpilrrrrl rrlrr.rrlitlt
of 2ltf,lXXl rrrgultu'ri. li Inirl ir{f gxrl
ttrrtl nl llrclr Irlf ilrlcrt of jljlli r orrrlriit
t)hrU:!r, rrrxl hnll lltr!ll ril'rilor' l'lrlr

J,,,',, thrr (irrlf sllrlcs urr: al>
$rh"tx)(lr tht Aynt0lhh'$ rrrmles
r:utrkl wcll luril uF)n lrnnls more
irrrporllrrrl ltxr, Saurli Arnbia. Aya-
Iollrrh Khonrnlni +rnd his disciples
rr.trirrlrl tlx' Sludl roynl family as
hr:rql(lclrl puptxltn ol the Wesit who
hnvo soltl thelr souls.to the Unlt€{
Slrrtr.s. Shoukl the lnrninns deci<le
lo ittvudtr Suutli Anrllia, little would
slunrl llr tlrtlir wny. The Studi Army
of ilir,O(Xl mr.n trrd the tribal Nntion-
ttl (iuurd of 30,fiX) have almost no
cff*ctlvrr mllltnry clpacbility and
woukl lx: cuslly brushed aside.

Wtfhoul dircct U.S. militarv in_
vr,lvcrnt,nt, only the nrmic,s of Jor_
rlrrrr nnd ligypl crluld hope to defend
Saudi Arabin. But Jordan's small
tnny is titNl down at hom0, watch-
in4 tsrucl, tlrc Palestinians and the
lr:rr;i hrrdt:r. Kirrg Hussein is hlgh
ort Ayutollrrlr Khrlmaini's hit list,
lhflnks t0 hls ardent support of lraq.

An liygpliun mllitary lntorven-
lion In Arallln, even lhough strongly
rirrpprrlrrl by (he Unlttxl Statos,

rlt'illririHrfrt lrtt ilf twil li'rlql ill vlirlixifi
i lut'lru,l ! f rf trirl I l* fitf lilt0i'rrrrnrtlrrthr
lrr llrrlh ullvrr ilf lllri litrrrvlrtH trt.}trrlil
lir'l!rl(!tnai llr lhr Arirl:y, 4il ;r't {:rttl
Ii wlirrnn r,.'lnrrttlpla rr-ri liltlilti Mrtri"
krrl!f wltalrrc kryalliV lt.r ll|r: ,rittttttl
1y!11,1fcrli { fur{r'r iiirr*tri lrt llirlllrrhtl frl
rItrr',rlftrltrlIrlt'

It), {rix,ntn}: lltllt oflln.rlvr. rrl
litti{'n, lltr, lr rililt|tftl ilt'-ri rtillrilr llitil.
i116 ri rllvr:trrhfit il!' til$ lilirnrtltrlg rt
(,trtllrrrl[.!tt ttp lltri 'f'lgt'in irrirl Ilttlrlt-
ritlt.r Vrrlln.y tuwrlr"rl llnplrr,lirrl, llrrl
llrl rltnlt'tlrnrr ltr thiu nrrrri wlll 11lrt.
$ltrtf lltri llrrttl{iltft Wltll llr{! $}infrr
lrtr'llr:rtl lrlirlrl*trir: 0tt(it'rttttlcl!:tl ltV
llr*: IIirrlln lti Iltrrll' rilriUr,r'irili*litl
rlll'Hr, trl AlrrrrLilt. f, llrlll nlllrlt'llVrr
ltrvrr,rftrll loilln llr'n ltUltt lltr. t lly ill
l lriltr, .ilr l lrrr r'otrl r rrl lr rltit, rtlr fir l ly
wr'ril rvrtrrl .... tull (liwllltlll ,-,, til
llil;qlrrlrtrl, orilV lTll hikrilrclterr 0wilv,
fi1111r, llltr lrlttllunrt rltrtrirl ltat itr(ltlrt'1.
rvl lrt lrtrtllr lt rt ntrrlr,t irr lrtrlq.rl
llti'trit ttrrlrig lhult' \rrlrirt'hrl ttt lllrlr.
rrrg'grllrrl I ltllllirn lrrlL+.

ll ltt|fl l:rll:r, frw Ulrirl.rvr'r,; rftutlll

lhirl tlrrr lilrrrlrtrrl.i wrtrtlrl lrrtr! llrri!ir
illtdirltl.ltlr l|| llur oll s111i6d ril At'rtliln,
I h,. lr trrrtrrttn r'ortkl olllrrrl nrrr'I q'gv,rt

iil{iiti rlrr;lr ltilVltu.rftl$ ll'otrr llrl vtrl'
rrr't;rlrlr: illl ptrrhr('r.tl itfl "rvltf tt.tltl
lrlllrn\" or lttvrrrlrr lltcrtt rlltl'r'lly.

l'ltn ptlrtlr':ll ltttlttnrllrtlr' ;x'tll l::
frri:r:rl lry tlrrr (itilf !il,tt{t$ wh.r, rrlottI
Wltlr llr. liiltrriiu, lritvq pt,rrrr'{l iriilD.ry
irrlo ltrrrl'! wnt r(rflrr:s. tirtwitlt,
.iVrlr'llv nrrli,lrtrlrlirrt, wt)rthl llrt ilur
[ir'ul lirrErt rrl lllr vlnHrlul lnrttlitit$,
wlruilr tritttFuiil'{ltr llt'{: fr,.rrr llitut '/'i
hrhrrrllrr"'r fronr ll:i ltrlrllrlt. ltitrtlrltl
filtl'r'rl ('ilrlrl r!{'('ully littWilll lil I
rlrty

i"rttlitilrlifl! rlorvtt lltr.' firrlf, ltir"
nl.rlr ftrt { r'rr | 1n111l l'rrillt rx r tpy
lrllrrr. llrrlrtllrr rrttrl llr. llrrllr:rl Arrtlr
l,.iltlratltrtt wfrrl.l* fitkrtfr lritvrr lln'tt
tlrr, r;lipr,itl lf Aytrlrplllrlr llrrlrlllrrlr
l.,ltrrrrt*tlrtl'r,i wr:irllt. litrfita rrf llrorirlt
r ily ,,l,tlrl. rvlrr'trl liltltlr. Mo'rlr.rrr:r
lrrrl l'rrlr'trllltlrltr$ r,otrtl|t,ipll lrnll llr*
giolrillrrlloll, iltUlltl tiot rtVr,tr wrrlt filr
illrrit tr rrrrltrrr "llh,.'r llrif,".;i' lrllttlr
trvr'tllnlwtttr.l tllr'll 14r'rl.1l 1r6vr.r11
liltrril:i.
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would not necessarily stop the lra-
nirns. The Egyptian Army is in
chaos and largely immobile; the
logistical problems of supporting
two or three mechanized Eglptian
divisions deep in eastern Aiabia
would be awesome.

Equally significant, Islamic fun-
damentalism is becoming wide-
spread among the enlisted, NCO
and junior officer ranks of .the
ligyptian Army who are reported as
furious over President Hosni Muba-
rak's failure to help the Palesti-
nians in Lebanon. There is thus a
possibility that units of the Egyp).
tian Army might defect to the -Ira-
ntans.

Just as Egypt and the other Arab
sta-tes, with the important exception
of lran's one Arabally, Syria, have
abandoned the Palestine Liberation
Organization in the rubble of Bei-
rut, the Palestinians have found a
new and mighty champion.

.. l.{! !s hryomiqg the avenger of
thc Pl,O and is dlrectly men-acing

those Arab states who supposedly
betrayed the Palestinians 

--Egypi,Saudi Arabia, the Gulf states and
Jordan. This phenomena could even

. Iead to a.military alliance between
Israel and the above states to op.
pose the lranians, the PLO anjC
Syna.

The alliance,s prospects could beLlnlavorable since an important
f-essop of the lran-Iraq war _ one
that has not been lost irn the A6il;
: .wal that religious zeal couDled
wrn-ctose.assault infantry atticks
could overcome the most adtan&;
weapons.

In spite of these dramatic scenar-
ios of Islamie revolution there is the
real possibility that the death of the
82-yearold Khomaini could, in tvoi-
cal Middle Eastern fashion, reiutt
in the rapid disintegration of the
Iranian state and its armies. If
Persian history is any useful guide,
Iran's moments of glory travJbeeri
shortlived.and usually followed by
ruin and disaster.


