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‘Middle East ill prepared
to stop Ayatollah’s armies

By ERIC MARGOLIS
Speciol 10 The Globe and Mail

Reliplousamilitary  movements,
that emerge suddenly, led by meanl.
anic leaders determined o purpe
their fellow Moslems of hevesy, and
devastating Mongol, Turk and Pery
stan invasionsd. from the st are
recurring themes in the history of
Middle East,

Today, an the Iranlan  armies
beslepe Badrn these themey roap
pear like a bad dream, sparking
npprvlwumhm through the Middle
East. An lranianded Islamic Re
public in Iraq seemi likely unless
the Iragi Army displays more re
solve in defending s homeland
than it did in its previons Hghting
with Iran,

The fighting ability of the Lagl
forcen i questionable; in 22 montha
of fighting they have reportedly loskt
one third of their o Igininl strength
of 210,000 regulirs, al loast bo lmr
cont of their air force of 3iH combit
planes, and balf thelr armor. The

disintagration of two lragi divisions

during the battle for Khoryamghahe

i indicative of the growing morale
problema in the Army, 40 per cent
of whone conaeripis nre Shitte Mo
lemn whose loyalty to the Sunni
Maoslemi Government in Biaghdad Ia
quettioniable,

My opening  thelr offenaive it
Basen, the lranlang are ¢ither stag
ing a diversion or ace planning o
campalgn up the Tlgris and Buph.
viten Valley toward Bapghdiad, Bt
the marahes 1o this area will pre
aent the leaniang with the same
tactigal problems. encountered by
the  lragis n (helr unsuceetsful
slepe of Abadan, A move attractive
vaslon route Hes from the ity of
Hani, on the central [ront, directly
westward <o and downhill . (o
Waghdad, only 170 kilometres nway.
Here, the Lranbang could be expect
e to launch a major armored
thiust uning thelr muLwi-lur British-
supplied Chieftan thnks,

I Leag falls, few obiervers doub

Once the Gulf states are  ab-
sorbed,  the  Ayatollah’s  armies
could well turn upon Iran’s more
important foe, Saudi Arabia. Aya-
ml{nh Khomaini «and his disciples
regard the Saudi royal family as
heretical puppets of the West who
have sold their souls .to the United
States. Should the Iranians decide
to invade Saudi Arabia, little would
stand in their way. The Saudi Army
of 35,000 men and the tribal Nation-
al Guard of 30,000 have almost no
¢ffective military capacbility and
would be easily brushed aside.

Without direct U.S. military in-
volyement, only the armies of Jor-
dan and Egypt could hope to defend
Saudi Arabia. But Jordan’s small
army is tied down at home, watch-
ing Israel, the Palestinians and the
Iragi border. King Hussein is high
on Ayatollah Khomaini’s hit list,
thanks to his ardent support of Iraq.

An Eygptian military interven-
tion in Arabia, even though strongly
supported by the United States,

‘would not 'r;ecessarily sto§ the Ira-

nians. The Egyptian Army is in

chaos and largely immobile; the
logistical problems of supporting
two or three mechanized Egyptian
divisions deep in eastern Arabia
would be awesome.

Equally significant, Islamic fun-
damentalism is becoming wide-
spread among the enlisted, NCO
and junior. officer ranks of -the
Egyptian Army who are reported as
furious over President Hosni Muba-
rak’s failure to help the Palesti-
nians in Lebanon. There is thus a
possibility that units of the Egyp-
tian Army might defect to the Ira-
nians.

Just as Egypt and the other Arab
states, with the important exception
of Iran’s one Arab ally, Syria, have
abandoned the Palestine Liberation
Organization in the rubble of Bei-
rut, the Palestinians have found a
new and mighty champion.

Iran is becoming the avenger of
the PLO and is directly menacing

that the Trantang would turn theiy
attention to the oll states of Arabia,
The Lranians could sither seok enots
moun cash payments from the vol
nerable oll producers an war repai
vations’ or invade them digectly.

The preatest immedinte pordl iy
faced by the Gulf statas who, along
with the Saudis, hive poured money
into - draq's war coffers. Kuwalt,
overtly antidranian, would be the
firut target of the venpeful Iraniang,
whone vanguanrds are less thian 7H
Kilometren from ity capital, hrantan
furdes conld occupy. kuwait in a
day,

Continuing down the Gulf, Ira
nian forces could  easily  oceupy
Db, BWahredn and the United Avab
Lmdrates whose rulers have bheein
the object of Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomalnd's wrath, Some of (hese
clty states, where Shilte Moulens
and Paleatiniang comprine half the
population, might not even wiit for
their Tranian liberators’”  before
ovarthrowing their present gover:
ments

those Arab states who supposedly
betrayed the Palestinians — Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf states and
Jordan. This phenomena could even

- lead to a military alliance between

Israel and the above statés to op-
pose the Iranians, the PLO and.

Syria.

The alliance’s prospects could be
unfavorable since an important
lesson of the Iran-Iraq war — one
that has not been lost on the Arabs
— was that religious zeal coupled
with close-assault infantry attacks
could overcome the most advanced
weapons. ) '

In spite of these dramatic scenar-
ios of Islamic revolution there is the
real possibility that the death of the
82-year-old Khomaini could, in typi-
cal Middle Eastern fashion, result
in the rapid disintegration of the
Iranian state and its armies. If
Persian history is any useful guide,
Iran’s moments of glory have been
shortlived and usually followed by
ruin and disaster. \




