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Letamor's ic Bekaa V. : The blossoming :
of the h“muw and newaﬂeypreparations for war ERI C
Setween Israel and Syria. Recent troop movements . .
o both sides and intensive Israelj military con- MARGOLIS L
Sruction activity both point to a possible resump-
now that the melting o{) lwint:er
SDOWS agamn makes armored warfare possible. :
thnlyalniﬁraxysotmreportthatlsraelis ;
h-yhu]ﬁgasaisdmiﬁtarybass,command .
CSSEres, airstrips and tank in southern Leba- troops deployed in that area, could sweep around
Sem. Israel’s 30,000 troops in Lebanon have beer, PUt  northeast of Damascus and completely encircle

= 2 state of > S, as have her forces Syria’s main forces. yria’s troops would be caught
o2 the occupied Golan Heights. New Israeli between the Israeli forces on the Golan Heights and
armored are being positioned in south- the armored units cutting into their rear. Given
== Lebanon and provided with extensive arms. almost total Israeli air superiority, the Syrians

: would face certain humiliation,
Steady flow of Soviet arms

The destruction of Syria’s armed forces in one
cataclysmic battle has long been the goal of

hesr defers; itions in the Bel and are mak Israel’s military planners, Skilled tanks crews,

- - gunners and officers cannot easily be replaced — it
: : :?;m ;mam g}ce&:'e could take up to six years for Syria to field another
first time. some of the estimated 400 'Russl i competent fighting force By crushing Syria, Israel

radar planes. Bpt.h the
avoid 2 repeat of last summer’s debacle when tbtg military midgets. Destroying the Syri_ap armed

- 4 - forces would give Israel‘unchallenged military and
!’:&Emn Syrian aireraft without a political Superiority in the Middle East and
according to the views of many Israelis, allow her
Many diplomats and the US administration are to consolidate her hold on the occupied West Bank
obviously worried that another is imminent. Golan and Gaza once and for all.
mAmsmemyfreqtmdmmsofthedan- pia
g:-puedb;the&mianadvisersinsmaandher

fhreats to expel the Syrians from Lebanop are Russians r espond CautiOUSIY

past, assertions have often TR Bogsigc. : ;

i military action % yrians are unhappily aware of this threat
been 2 gg:; Gme umrgmmltz is now bus; g;gi'ngetco and are apparently demanding more military sup-
hndl em;d such a clash by m aking anot.berittempt to port from the Raussians, knowing full well that only
Segatiate 2 n:naj troop withdrawal from Lebanon the threat of an American-Russian clash in the

most difficult time since the event of an Israeli attack would cause Washington

for a > 2 : :
Syrians PLO ithdraw until to prevent this ominous scenario. But the Russians
- >l net wi ol gy e have responded very cautiously, mindful that there <
is little they can do short of sending sublsltanti:ﬁ
Esrael” military g 3 combat forces to Syria, an act that might we
m‘d Permanent bases in s;t’ﬁ:;‘;: m trigger American military opposition. :
- of millions of dollars would seem to To Israel, now supremely powerful militarily,

mear futwre Instead many military analysts ern Lebanon, the temptation to decisively smash
;R Sat Israel may be considering the plan her biblical enemy, the Syrians, is undeniably
lomg @rged by her general staff to decisively crush tempting, particularly now that the United States is
2o eErmimate the Syrian army. Such 2 campaign election time. The Syrians, without any
-a-miymbymn pressure dur- powerful Arab allies, with part of their arm
=g st summer’s invasion of Lebanon. in Lebanon, and having to increas-
ingly rely on the uncertain support of Moscow are
The bulk of Syria's armed forces are concen- ;. unenviable position. The Lebanese, ever the
T2i=d aromnd Demasens and the Golan Heights pragmatists, are probably only hoping that they
artillery range of Irael guns Isneh mechanized Isra resume fighting

!
E
§
il
E
|

d&ehr&&ddﬂmemamSynan (B*Margolis,amembero!tlzec.anadianlnsti-
mAh&ﬂmw tltecfStrateg)’cStudiawritw!requentlyoninter-
thm-dqm&uMSm mational affairs)



