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Smart weapons

'". ::.= :::.:-i :rl',.se the nuclear option. Yet, at the same time,'--- l.:-l - ::-:::bers refuse to devote sufficient funds to creating
-.:: -::-',;::l':nal forces. NATO's commander, Gen. Bernard
:-:e::. :--. iound what he claims is a solution to this seeming

-:l::]=:,: a:-.'alces in technoiogy have produced ? t€w g€n€ra:
: :: :: -.=-::: rreapons. These are medium- to long-ranged
- :: =:. -:j: cafi]' submunitions whose high-tech sensors can'-:*-=: .:-: al:ack enemy tanks, vehicles and guns. An exam-
'-.=-'.- :-: i -i.e:, r*'Ork:

-i :-. i:.ir-g radar carried by aircraft that skirt the forward
:-i: .: :e::le looks deep behind enemy lines. Advancing tanks
'-': : j;-!--. columns are Largeted. Special missiles are fired at

a worry ATO
As worrying as_these technological questions is the matter of

cost. NATO members -can,t even manage to meet their ieiee-
ment to increase spending by BVo. yet it"has been estimit"a'if,rt
me_ new smart weapons to. be deployed in Europe will costat least $25 billion. S6me estimates !o"as high as geb biilion.
--_tt-19-".* history^is g.ny guide, hig-n+ech ileapons alwayi end
Hp 99ft*g about .2.5 times more than the original estihates.snould thls hold true, NATO may soon find ilself relving on
yqrygns .s-ystems that it just cannot afford. No one kno"ws"trow
I1T9 yill 9o*-",,up with g2b billion over the next few te;r;.uost overmns will magnify this problem.

,.Tg_T", NATO. appears to have ado.pted the U.S. penchant forDuylng aqy sort of weapon that will replace soldiers on theground. This avoids casualties but it costi a foilune-anO--0"",
not, as we clearly saw in Vietnam, win wars. fne leit i"ti tarit
weapon is_ another tank; the besf anti-aircraft system-;r;th;;plgpg,.{nd.nothing can replace the old infantiy.

If NATO had unlimited funds, resorting tJtrigtr_tech expedients
would make sense. Given its persistent ino gr;;in[,i;it#;;
{efencg,funds, -the recourse-to smart wea[orrs may prove adreadful mistake. The evolving technolog! oi il;fi JvJt"*i
is yet unproven and.may just not-work. Fiei-ding them wili meanoenylng funds for other important conventional forces.A few mgqllrs ago, I he:ard a speech by a senior pentason
genera.r exroltlng. the new smart weapons. He waxed lvrilal
aDoul tnelr ettectrveness and ability to ..save U.S. Iives."-After
the speech I asked him in privatej.,would you rather have allrne new,. smart weapons or five new armored divisions?" After a
TgTelt_'s thought, he smiled and replied, ,,give me the tanks.,,(Eric Margolis is a ryrember ot the Oanadiah tngtiputi oi Stiate-gic Studies)


