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New Soviet weapons
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India’s neighbors worried

India’s arms buildup has its neighbors extemely worried.
Many political and military leaders in Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Nepal and Bangladesh fear that New Delhi has expansionist
designs. India’s annexation of Bhutan, its current support for
Hindu Tamil rebels in Sri Lanka, border skirmishes with Bang-
ladesh and failure to conclude a non-aggression pact with Paki-
stan are examples of India’s increasingly aggressive policy.

These events, along with the flourishing alliance between India
and Russia suggest strongly that New Delhi and Moscow may
already have agreed on a sweeping strategic plan for the region.
Indira Gandhi, who has never much protested the Russian inva-
sion of Afghanistan, appears content to allow Russia to absorb it.
Once this is done, will Russia and India invade and partition
Pakistan?

By doing so, India could gain all- of Kashmir and eastern
Pakistan while Russia receives as a prize the western province
of Baluchistan — where KGB agents are already active. Balu-
chistan would give Russia direct access to the Persian Gulf.

Here, then, may be the reason for urgent shipments of Soviet
arms to India. Mrs. Gandhi may want to ensure the fruition of
her imperial ambitions of re-creating pre-1984 Greater India by
seizing Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. She may
want to move swiftly to accomplish this goal, and pass on
Greater India to her son Rajiv, before age, illness or electoral
reverses end her tenure in office.

The accelerating tempo of Russian economic and military aid
to New Delhi suggests to me that Moscow sees a forceful, expan-
sionist India as the best means of promoting its own growing
ambitions in Southwest Asia.
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