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Lack of effectiveness

During the war in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, the CIA
demonstrated a startling lack of effectiveness in mounting and
sustaining guerrilla operations. The U.S. Army has long
demanded, and been refused, the role of running these insurgen-
cies. Perhaps now the U.S. government will consider allowing its
professional military men — rather than its Ivy League itelli-
gence officers — to run these little wars.

Today, there are only two successful anti-communist insurgen-
cies — in Afghanistan and Angola. While neither has any major
CIA backing, both are examples of genuine popular resistance to
the communists. Even many conservatives are now asking
if the contras, in spite of strong CIA backing, really do have
much popular support among Nicaraguans.

Washington is facing a growing predicament in Central
America. If it fails to win the campaign against the Sandanistas,
the Nicaraguan communists — and their Soviet and Cuban back.
ers — will, by default, win a very significant victory. Having
committed itself to do something against Nicaragua, Washington
cannot now afford to fail lest it be faced by growing insurgencies
through Latin America.

If little Nicaragua can thumb its nose at the United States and
win, then who will not be emboldened to do the same? Today,
after massive land and naval “exercises’” off Central America,
after spending tens of millions of dollars on the contras,
Washington has very little to show for its efforts. In fact, the
United States is coming to look more like a blustering paper
tiger than the nefarious, omnipotent imperialist portrayed by its
leftist enemies around the world.
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