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Not yet Czech-out time
Jt.seems-only a matter of time before Czecho-I slovakia,s n-eo-Stalinist regimC ends- u-p,-to *"I a favorite Marxist phrase] 
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rreapof his-to-ry. The government irf Comm-unGi party
boss Milix JakeJ is cleiily t"ginirlir,Jl"-iose itspprve in the face of mountihg iopulii O-e*o^t""-
!i9q,qnA party infighting teiw6efi fr""O_fi""". *owourq-De retormers.
. Y-h"t we are seeing in prague is the latest round
il.th-e communisr woild's tif,tiJor tnJ iiirlrations.M_iddle-aged $grxists in tfreir aO, 
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l?q, e.?ough of tfie. arthritic old Stalinists who haveKep[ rne communist world trapqed-in a time_warpgf 4". early 19b0s. yolng pe,ilite-from fui:Lg toBratislava.-are simply reddp aiia *"nT il-?Loi"t"
gnqnge._ r'ne surprising thing is that the Czechstog} 
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long- to hit the streetsl
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perhaps not all that surprising. Czechshave.atways shown a startling proiensiti tJavoiAconflict and bend to the prevaTlfiA;tia;l *

..In^198_8, for good exam:pte, HitE" a;;;ded thatthe .Sudelentapd, a treavitf G"i*a"'riilJii"c" oryegtern_ Czechoslovakia, 6e ceded to' thu ffri"A
FSi"lt._ Brftish pU Weviue Cri;mberr;f ient to
S_lli"tr and agreed to nitieit- aiii-"irdll ru"
uze€ns__moaned, groaned and then caved in.'r'ne west loudly mourned the rape of Czechoslo-vakia. In.reality,-the loss oi S"d;t&1";,d:""i0 tn"ensumg dsmemberment of the 20-year old Czech
1tat9-was almost entirely tfrri fiuit-oi ttreCzechs.

-_Frgnctr engineers had built a mini_version of the
J\A 
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-along tfr e Utty- Uoraer- dutiii,":, "SuO 

u-tenland and Nazi Germany. ftris powerfif,'Ol"nf,
echeloned belt of forts. w.is aefqiO-ea- Ui-'"-i"rgu
p6$ Eiit#'i'#i,'gx"J:',f HJ ti *:e,i"* r:i:test generals, was intigragetv ir,rqr6A-il &"""*i"g
gp plals to attack the SudetLnlanO. etter ti-u-ro".,he sa-id the Czech fortificationJ-*L""1o"itrong
that thg then- relativety weat-Gerrnai- ioic-es"coufanever nave broken throlgh and could well havebeen defeated by the CzEch ermv-r-lon"I"fiitr",
beat ttre Czechs 6y sheer bluff.

D.uring the years of Nazi occupation themajority of Czechs quieily 
"o_op"iii6a 
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German.s. In lS. rben Soriet t^nks rolled intoPra.gue to Grsh the.refmoist Iiulcet re!?e, nota shot was fired. C,€Etrast tbj-" behlvi;; to t}rebrgverl' of the 1s5 I'mgarian .i"*i-'--'
There is a curiq.rs passisity in the" Czech charac_ter that, at least foi ure. ddes explanatioo _ *_

less one accrpts_the cieim 931 ttiFreaU-v'was nosuco nauon as Czecimloyaki: !u1 merel_v-a collec-tion of l6fusmians. Ucrariaas. Slovats'aoA C""-patJlials.
That. of cqlrs€. Fas -re$erday. Today we mav

qerqps- be s€eiry the fost real'de&@;h;ti;';f
uzechoslsea.k natimal id€atjt-r- Or, iust as well,the .beginning of a ner rcda of in'tertinunar
9osq[ry bet\reen Czerhq qod Slclv"]. _ if tle pro_
lective mantle of cornum.ig rule b to.i.ay.
-^F_1tl*Fqpf" TeT in hague? C-cbi ale tynanrre cautiqrs. I_ook fc a gradrul ersion of th-eprtsmt n*Stalbi$ .regime-_ aftbn€h oue.aight
collapse camot b€ ruJed-crtr_
. New, non-commrmis*. paffb rill probably join

the.governmeat in some'sqt of pinf 6iUUo". fni,
F ft9ty Fg"u"9 tte Uar+scrtioe Cre"U"- a.e not
IqeaElq !y tue sort of ecmomic col-
Bpse Urat faces tle Dot so hard-sorking poles.
Cz_echmlovakia has atrays UaE i pow&ur anO
._6isignt maaufacbring Use - snetl'er unair tne
Hapsburgs, ffazis 6g. Sorfuts.
.-Czjch indusby, stile.aot state of the art, is lightyears_moFe modera and productivs t1,"" t;y gthsy
Easr Blgc nqri@. Fib. d; EEii-r;;; fiiit c"".many_. The_ dreadtut shrtage foii-atAiciioranOqld S." USSR are ur_horn-in pmsperorri-Ci"eOo_
slovakia. lior is it *{+q dqrri IiE;E;g-",v nya. crushing forergn deb-L So uJnexi i6i?i" ,lr
lkl{,blle mod-est pouticat -**fr ' #j?-ov"rcYgq a mor€ qen society-At the. same time.. ho*eyer. the Czecbs willpgre or less rem,m in ldosc*s6o-iic-irbit.
Like other East Eurooeal natinns. ezediiOusrry
:.^":l{qy"d F 1r3 A s""i,.t-"u,'"iii-?r il *ocneap raw materials.

:,$i$ fr ,f t!ffi , itutr'a: ffiH'" mteconomy lock, stock an-! parrel to tll W6tI reaf_ity dictates ftst rhis *-iil p" t t*Clr-to."liocosr.
The jbolg economic hes betweeo the Czeehs andthe USSR will make it probabie thai frEit*o_pean cotpo-rations will invest in Czechmlovakia asa means of entering the huge Uut primitivJ-Soviet
market.

The. Czechs will also contiaue as one of theworld's leading arms exporters.
uzecns owe tbemselves a better governmentthay the greylfaced bureaucrats that iie 

"fi"gi"gon to power. Let's hooe they. nnaUy zumm6-n uptlte gumption to give'party' boss--iak;-i"i rri,cronies a big boot -in urdir Marrdst_I;"iriltilirts.
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"Great idea for the HetmsleyZccount _
Leona in prison garb!,
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