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k-nEnweunmm-y,oouldbethe
s=tuing of a drastic change in the East-
West balance of power.

Albania’s strategic value, though
vhmnykrmintheW&t,isfuuy
mnderstood by Moscow. At the nexus
aleg:shvia,Grm,andItaly, Al-
bania with two excellent deepwater
ports, at Viore and Durres, dominates
deBa.lhnpminsulaandtheentryto
the Adriatic Sea. The Italian coast is
only 50 miles away, across the narrow
Strait of Otranto.

~ Albania,

- Objectof
Amnesia

By Eric Margolis

Tangible proof of Moscow’s interest
in subverting Albania has been evi-
dent. The K.G.B., using an extensive
pro-Soviet fifth column in Albania,
has mounted at least three attempted
coups.

Today, events in Albania may
present Moscow with the opportunity
it has patiently awaited. Mr. Hoxah,
73, is reported to be in failing health.
The Albanian radio’s report of the
“suicide due to nervous depression”’
of Mehmet Shehu, Mr. Hoxah’s second
in command, in November suggests
the presence of mounting pressures in
the Albanian Communist Party as the
day of succession nears.

Moscow’s sense of opportunity is
doubtless heightened by Albania’s
utter isolation. Capitalist America is
Mr. Hoxah’s No. 1 enemy, followed by
the Soviet Union. After the death of
Mao Zedong, Albania lumped China,
once its sole ally, with the United
States and Soviet Union. The Yugo-
slavs and Greeks, traditional enemies
of the Albanians, still have territorial
designs on Albania. In the process of
maintaining the ideological Marxist
purity of his country, Mr. Hoxah has
left it without any friends or allies.

The Soviet scenario for action
against Albania may well be predict-
able: a coup de main duplicating suc-
cessful cperations in Czechoslovakia
and Afghanistan. Unlike the situation
in 1961, the Soviet Union today pos-

sesses ample forces for long-range in-
tervention and no longer lives in awe
of the Sixth Fleet. Airborne forces
could drop on Albania, seize key air-
fields, and bring in heavy equipment
and armor. Amphibious forces from
the Black Sea and Mediterranean
squadrons would isolate and envelop
Albania. Resistance by Albania’s
50,000-man army and militia would be
quickly crushed. oo
Albania could become the Soviet

“ Union’s most important forward base,

as crucial to its age-old ambition to
control the Mediterranean and the
Middle East as Hawaii is to United
States domination of the Pacific. The*
political consequences of the Red
Army’s being 50 miles from Italy and
a few hundred miles north of Athens
can easily be imagined.

But imagination seems in short sup-
ply in Washington. The absence of dip-
lomatic relations with Albania since
World War II has led the West into a
sort of amnesia about its existence,
and one wonders if there are any con-
tingency plans at all for dealing with a
crisis there.

Neither the United States nor the.
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
has ever officially supported the con-
tinued independence of Albania, leav-
ing Moscow with the tempting target
of a valuable strategic prize that may
be seized without the danger of an ef-

fective Western response. If a Soviet ' |

airborne regiment landed at Tirana
airport, Washington’s probable re-
sponse would be, “Where’s Tirana?’’

If the West does not draw a protec-
tive diplomatic cordon about Albania,
it seems possible that it will again fall
to the Soviet Union — an event that
might well portend the most drastic
shift in the European balance of power
since World War II.
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