= ERIC
| MARGOLIS

i e NDF's - ed Last week
k mEar F s ry, Gerald
Tz mested that there was s ife in our :Tud socialist
rarty saiwarts may still get that urge to storm the barricades

y do not share this
..... ral NDP supported by
threatens to reduce the
‘ apiaw complair N ’ ns to us.”” Two of his
| remaris were 2 very goo 7. Describing the state of
‘ S teresting slip of referring
country

JP and the Liberals really
or Denmark, complete with
ominating industry. But most
to model themselves on the
fully dull Scandinavian socia-
economic decline.

Gwyn, raised the interesting
increasing state interven-
“oppressive.”’ Again,

y — as

insisted. Casting about for an
me, Caplan came up with
NDP’s mindset. In a world
where people cannot even
fear of being denounced,

Bhnd to reality

th in people who are so evideatly
h 250,000 KGB agents;
s a rtment building; or
ny? When did the
or Leipzig? If the
“‘oppressive’’ regime,
r a pink moon.
voters just don’t
1s of socialism. We
does not work. Those
e leftist platitudes have

itional core of support, the
uncomfortable addressing
the recent Laxer Report
heart relations with union

2ot in the same dilemma that faces the British
= v realizes that the inflated
tionism and indexed salaries
the economy. And, as in
1 as little more than the
or bosses.
n NDP government would
nterest before its political
ound this issue by stating
0 provide incentives to private

tance would be contin-
layoff provisions and
pany in its right mind

Europe‘ and the results

’"16\ Today, these
an erqge of 120‘ unem-

e
[ T

Holland’s bad situation

The situation has gotten so bad in Holland, another socialist
bastion with 15.5% unemployment, that workers can only be
fired for using profane language. Workers can call in sick for six
months and still keep their jobs. When you cannot fire people the
natural tendency is not to hire.

Most Canadians look to the U.S. as the proper example of
economic policy. Union power has been curtailed, employment is
rising and inflation is down to 4%. America is booming again,
while Canada, still deep in the embrace of state socialism,
remains mired in recession and unemployment.

Undaunted by this striking difference, the NDP takes refuge in
its self-appointed role, described by Caplan, as defender of the
‘“‘unemployed, those on welfare, Indians, and women.” Richard
Gwyn neatly punctured this argument by his observation that
the NDP needed these ‘‘oppressed’’ more than they needed the
NDP.

It’s the old sales technique. If you can’t find customers, create
them. Lively minds in the NDP will surely come up with new
categories of the downtrodden: Children, unattractive women,
okra pickers or people with warts. Organize and fund them,
raise their consciousness and, voila!, new voters.

Unfortunately for the NDP, the pros in the Liberal party are
far better at this game. The NDP simply needs some new ideas;
it is suffering from tired blood. Perhaps just the thing would be
a party congress in some fraternal socialist state like Tan-
zania. Visitors there are advised, however, to bring their own
food, toothpaste and toilet-paper — Tanzania has run out.

(Eric Margolis is a member of the Canadian Institute of Strate-
gic Studies)




