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Long live the battleship

man’s most beautiful and majestic crea-

tions. Last year I flew over New York har-
bor just as the battleship Iowa steamed up the
narrows, leading an armada of pennant-bedecked
cruisers, destroyers and frigates.

It was one of the most thrilling sights I've ever
seen and one, I confess, that brought tears to my
eyes. Now, like most people, I mourn the 47 sailors
lost last Wednesday when a massive explosion
devastated the Towa’s B turret.

No one yet knows what caused the blast that
killed the entire turret crew. The most likely cause
is a static electricity charge that ignited a bag of
explosive propellant.

I also mourn for the Iowa. It’s B turret was so
damaged it may be permanently out of action.

The. 57,540-ton Iowa was launched in 1942. Many
of the components used in the turret and its three
16-inch guns (or, more properly, rifles) cannot be
produced today. It’s as if titans had built the Towa
and her sisters long ago. Mere mortals of today
cannot duplicate their work. .

Predictably, the accident is producing demands
that the U.S. Navy’s four Iowa-class battleships be
taken out of service. Critics charge they are dan-
gerous white elephants. Not true. Though they are
nearly 50 years old, the Iowa-class battleships
remain the strongest and most powerful ships in
the Navy. :

It’s also important to remember that accidents
inevitably happen in the military and — i
many of us have forgotten — that a fighting man's
mission invariably involves mortal risk. ;

That’s why I’'m troubled by the wave of emotion
that sweeps across the U.S. and Canada every
time military men are Kkilled in combat or acei-
-dents. Of course we grieve such losses. But pro-
vided they are not caused by negligence, casuzal-
ties are part of a nation’s defences. Unfortunately,
one of the great weaknesses of democracies is
their inability to accept casualties —as Vietnam so
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B attleships, to me, have always been among
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“OAT BRAN hors d’oeuvres!?”’

Lgmk:t:cidmts happen. In 1943, for example, the
IS 23,000 military aircraft in training acci-
dents. Submarines sink and ships blow up or burn.

Luckily, the explosion on the Jowa was contained
within the turret and barbette and did not reach

anti-ship missile is enough to knock out a
destroyer or frigate. In future wars, such missiles
will b‘em_ﬁred in swarms, not singly as the Argen-
tines

tions and have always been struck by the impossi-

Let’s also remember that members of the
tary are not uniformed bureancrats. They are
to kill and. if mecessary. die. Theirs is an



