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raft in an unsuccessful attempt to bomb
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ge of senior officers. Sudan, Dr. Treiki reminded
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were reciprocated by the U.S. State Department, which
that Libya’s strongman, Col. Moammar Khadafy,
number one terrorist and a danger to every-
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ghbor, even though Khadafy saved Sudan a few
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id kill Khadafy. Well, we all know Arabs are
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nite proof,” charges Treiki, ‘‘that the CIA has

green light to assassinate our leader and also to

h Khomeini (Iran’s leader).” President Reagan,

' . has authorized $20 million for this opera-

i=s the CIA ever tried to kill Khadafy? “Yes, many times

n trips.” How? “By the use of non-American,
nationals.”” Where is the proof? ‘“This is security
, that we cannot divulge.” A familiar reply, also used
ate Department when asked to document charges
orist activities.
o this subject, Libya’s foreign minister turns to last
r-image crisis over Sudan. With refreshingly undi-
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3ut Egypt would not go along with the plan.”

Validity of charge

While I often take Libyan assertions with a few grains of sand,
this charge does seem to have some validity. Pentagon sources
have leaked reports of a plan to provoke Libya into attacking
U.s. aircraft and ships, action that would have resulted in mas-
sive air strikes on Libyan ports and airfields. .

What about all those Libyans shooting off bombs in England
and other parts of Europe? What about the ‘‘people’s hit
squads?”’ ‘“We have nothing to do with that,” answers Treiki. He
looks pained and his reply is not convincing.

Is Libya supporting terrorism around the world, as Washington
charges? ‘“No, we are against terrorism, we support only legiti-
mate national liberation movements like the Palestinians, the
Polisario in Sahara, the African National Congress.”” Well then,
why does Libya give money to the IRA, the Basques, the Corsi-
can and the Red Brigades? “We don’t anymore,” replies. Treiki,
as if saying that the young hotheads in Tripoli have finally been
restrained.

Relieved to get away from this painful subject, we discuss
relations with the U.S. “If the U.S. does not stop its policy of
aggression and subversion against Libya, we will have to take
action,” Treiki said. What sort of action could little Libya take
against the U.S.? “You will see, my friend, you will see.”

Have the Libyans some new scheme up their burnouses? Last
week Col. Khadafy demanded the U.S. let -Libya, Egypt and
Chad fight out their own squabbles. If the U.S. did not get out of
the region, he threatened, North Africa would be in for an earth-
quake. Khadafy’s flair for the dramatic has everyone watching
his next move.

(Eric Margolis is a member of the Canadian Institute of Strate-
gic Studies) B { Laan Hom




