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ardous: Tanker aircraft and refueling strike aircraft
are large, slow, vulnerable targets. In spite of this
danger, surprise, low-level flight and electronic decep-
tion — all arts in which the IAF excells — could permit
a devastating long-range strike against Israel’s foes.
There is no doubt whatsoever that Israel possesses a
considerable arsenal of nuclear weapons. Israeli artil-
lery on the occupied Golan Heights has nuclear shells
readily available; nuclear-armed medium-ranged mis-
siles can hit every major Arab capital east of Tripoli.
There are also some 30 air-delivered nuclear weapons
that can be carried by Israel’s F-4 Phantoms or F-16s.
Key elements in Israel’s nuclear capability — which it
has had for at least the past 14 years — have been U.S.
nuclear technology and American bomb toss computers.
These computers allow a plane to soar upward, release
a nuclear bomb on a vertical path, and then head away
at right angles. The bomb inscribes a slow parabolic
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miles, or perhaps even more, from Israel. Such a capa-
bility cannot be lost on the Kremlin leaders in Moscow
whose offices lie about 1,800 miles north of Israeli
air bases.

Also vulnerable to the IAF are the major Soviet
industrial and military complexes at Odessa, Kiev,
Kharkov and Volgograd (Stalingrad).

Israel’s long arm can also reach deep into Asia.
There are persistent reports — denied by all con-
cerned — that Israel and India launched a joint attack
two months ago on Pakistan’s nuclear reactor at
Kohuta. Sources claim the attack failed. One Indian
aircraft was downed. Israeli planes heading eastward
toward Pakistan were, it is claimed, spotted by AWACS
radar planes, intercepted by Saudi fighters, and forced
to turn back because evasive action caused too much
fuel expenditure. Maybe it’s true.

The world, including the exclusive nuclear big boys
club, will have to take serious account of Israel. So will
its enemies who are no longer protected by distance.
And the besieged people of Israel can rest just that
much easier, knowing they will never be pushed into the
sea, that their nuclear shield and sword will guarantee
the permanent security of the Jewish state.
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