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EBANON STAY

$rael may dig in
BY ERIC MARGOLIS -

Mounting eviAenieltrongly,suggests that Israel mav

not be planning , totui 
-wTtitOraitat from Lebanon' In

i;ilJ.of''Fiii"3f;l*on-'Fltus' commitment to removing

Israeli troops.on." outdlt security. tutt !". assured' it

now aDoears tn"t ,rru"'liquietly planning.for an indef-

fii; tT;;; touti"in Lebanon's-Bbkaa Vallev'
"'rr'.u"it E'"gt;;;; b"tpi-Seniot officer'. Brig' General

vui,rt'u L"h;;r; it quoteb in a recent.radio interview as

i"i"e-thri lii corintri:worllQ spgld between 5 and 6

ilfiil; ;il;t"h - ot u1i to $14 million - on improving

fortifications in southern Lebanon'
^"1'h";;" 

"ftiovementsl 
in"rualng- new access roads'

,"tij;"k'Aii&il']i;fi'works aid camps' are to be

il;;'i; ;;;ili;;t facine Svrian deplovments in the

strategic Bekaa ValleY.""il;;""i:.T;anciatlv "besieged goYernment would not

ril."rli n" tpunJing mon"y dn foitifications in southern

Lebanon unless lI p,unneil a long sta.y in the region'. 
."n;;p";; tttat israei-ii not planning a gradual with-

drawl south lrom tne-iitani river but' instead' east

I*"u r.ii"i the coast. isiiel it.seems, will give-up the

f,J#iri, i,"'p,iii'tJii"". itoirnd sidon, rvre and Naba-

il""n "*fr"i" it is under constand attack from Shi'ite

I Muslims. -:^-^..r^-

oart of Lebanon is provided by a .steady ptttern of

Xfi :*,i tr'i. 
" rilo u"i iai'e lor ttr"w a rd. {'" t l\9 ^ l::litl

f, l,iHJl" riirri"'* uiJ' tin-e ip"ttt to drive tank-capable

;;;il ";;;;;'-ihe 
southe"rn 

^Lebanese m.ountains' an

i;;H;t;likelv to be-made if total withdrawal were

planned.- 
As a final confusing note, Isra-el, according-to retired

cff#i'ila"Mi; rliit-tltvittt Feled, a peace activist' is

J"tiiti'i'"tiit? u n"* ptit,in outJia" of rvre - in preciselv

itt" ut"u frdm which Israel plans to re^tire' ' ,"'itiuiii ^g"ti,.t?ii""t ina .tiiitit"tv^.of f icials 
^ 
denv anv

intention to remaln to'Gninon' 
-They. 

describe their

i"l",r-ii"iioi"g'*'i"iiitt".^ l'elin"n as bbing done for the

ffi;fii';l"ti" l"u"n"t" -government' 
. Improved field

I*iirrcutioni in the south ire explained as "temporary

It will, however, probably retain a long' trianguiar I

r#i"" ^'"f' 
r,"uanutb t"iiiiotv, extendin[ northward

iffi;lit" ir;".1i-u*o"i it vttitutta, 9nl up the Bekaa

V;ii;;l; ivli. eu.uk. control of the Bekaa puts Israeli

;fi;'. ;;.i;;tilG.t ontv io miles from Svria's capital'
Damascus."i,rt. e"i"L, the highest point in southern Lebanon'

.ontui^-"n bxten.iv6 array of sensors and.electronic

;;i;ii;;";; tv.i"*' ttrai p6er deep into svria control

;i'i,li:Hfti';ilo*; Iiraeii artilleiv to accuratelv spot

;;;-hts;i within a radius of 35 miles'''i".;li ;ili-t-ary ptanners are thus loath. to give up

tt" iiuiiar'v;ii"v"";d mav well not-, according to these

ff#;iltJ. 'ilvitrto.i*dt mav onlv come then svria
pulls its forces out or iet'"non, an 6vent considered to

be hishlv unlikelY."Viiia?"ili'iiTt. no* underwav between Illl:i,Xl9
the Lebanese goue.nmenf are deicribed by opposition

iviFr"il-i-;;trfiotescreen" aimed,at T9*ing Israel's

ti"ii"ii"e entienchmenl in the Bekaa Vallev' At best'

;;;'t#ff.;";ci'i. tt'u tirls wltt produce-onlv a limited

ifiiir[.!*"l,ld t<itometres back io the Zaharani River

;;H;;r;;";itvifiip;;-notth or the Israeli border' The

;LI;;*ili 6;iin tiimtv in Isralei ha.nds'."d;#-;;id"nce of israel's intention to rematn rn

securitY measures.

SVBIA

fnE"f." Valley,- which is located in southern Leba'

ffi. -ir ;tat"ciciiiv imoortant to lsrael
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