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]br Eten'one Hcas Forgotten Albanin
Bv Eric llargolis

:-:::3'i:: -'i ;ont:oi over.,\ib:nia is an im-
:.::--:-: ge,:- ur: KremJrl slraleg).

T'-e:.e proof of the Soriet interest in
:-:\er,:ig .{Jbania has been evident. The
KGB. ;sL.g a pro-soriet fifth column, has
::-'::red ar lea:t tbree attempted coups.

\.-q erents Ln .A.lbarua mav Dresent Mos-
Jiq slrh the opportunity ii iras patiently
.:sarted. \{r. Hoxha, 73, is reported to be in
:r'ling health. Albanian radio's report of the
"sricrle due to newous depression" of Meh-
rret Shehu. Mr. Hoxha's second in com-
m.and. ir November suggests the presence of
mounting pressures in the Albanian Commu-
aist Partv as the dav of succession nears.

The S6rrets' sense of opportunity is doubt-
iess heightened by Albanian isolation. Al-
though capitalist America is Mr. Hoxha s
number-one oroclaimed enemv. it is followed
bv rhe Soviei Union. And after the death of
lviao Tse-tung, Albania lumped China, once
its sole allv. with America and Russia. The
Yugoslavs 

-and 
Greeks, traditional enemies of

AlbarLia. still have territorial designs on it. In
the process of maintaining the ideological
Marxist purity of his country, Mr. Hoxha has
Ieft it without friends or allies.

The Soviet scenario for action against Al-
barua may well be predictable: a coup de
main duplicattng successful operations in
Czechoslovakia and Af ghanistan.

Unlike the situation in 1961, the Soviet
Uruon today possesses ample forces for long-
range intervention. and no longer lives in
a*e of the U.S. Sixth Fleet. Airbome forces
could droo on Albania. seize kev airfields
anci bring in heavy equipment aird armor.
.A,mohibious forces from the Black Sea and

lv{editerraneaa souadrons could isolate and
enveloo Albania. Resistance by Albania's
50,000'-man army and b1 the militia would
certaidy be quickly crushed.

Albania could become the Soviet Union's
most important forward base, as crucial to its
age-old ambition to control the Mediter-
ranean and the Middle East as Hawaii is to
U.S. domination of the Pacific.

The political consequences of the Red
Army being 50 miles from Italy and a few
hundred miles north of Athens can easily be
irnagined. But imagination seems in short
supply in Washington. The absence of diplo-
matic relations with Albania since World
War II has led the West into a sort of am-
nesia about its existence, and one wonders if
there are any contingency plans at all for
dealing with a crisis there.

Neither the United States nor NATO has
ever officially supported the continued in-
deoendence of Albania. This leaves the Sovi-
et Union with the tempting target of a valu-
able strategic prize that may be seized with:
out the danger of an effective Westem re-
sponse. If a Soviet airborne regiment landed
at Tirana airport, the response in Washing-
ton would probably be, "Where's Tirana?"

If the West does not draw a protective dip-
lomatic cordon about Albania. it seerns pos-
sible that the country will agiin fall to the
Soviet Union - an event that might well be
the most drastic shift in the European bal-
ance of power since World War II.

The wrircr, an American partly of Albanian
descent, is president of C.E. Jamieson Ltd., a
Dharmaceutical firm. He contributed this com-
'ment to The New York York Times.


