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India's griefs
-:c:a s prospe.rous northern province of puniab appears:.=:':ec ro$arct crvrl war between its Sikh majority and^ ilindu

. : _ _,lt]; lach {3V ^prings_new 
clashes, assas"sinalloni; 6;b_::,:s and turmoil. Since February, these clashes hdve left

="r aead and at least 1,000 people w"oirnded. 
-

l:ls surging. tide of violehce has been caused by the qrowins
=.._:anc'.' ot SlKh fundamentalists who are demanciing au'tonomi
,.-_t,r:i*,.'-q9ependence from India. At rhe heiri ;? rttii;;;ii-.::. :_i rne detlrution of religious groups in India.
_ l-:e government of Indir6 Cha-nOi has tried to portray Sikhs,:-:i',us'.c and Jans as Hindus, part of in efort io i,ief,A'[iid1:pa:at€ nation together under the mantle of Hindu nationil-_.=

l}.e Si-kh-s. descendant like other punjabis from the orisinalf..:-. -nvaders of north India, have viol'ently re:ectea-aiteilplsi. rr-:.'*T their reiigious and cultural identity in I sea of Hindu__<=- :uinrsm. a blend of Islamism and Hinduism, without the::-.::; and caste system of the latteri ir;F;"d;wirrid i;th'---: s:accs distinct irom rhe .a;-i-i;hi;.- '"
.1*:e present troubles have-been accentuited by the emergence:.: . :issianic fuadamentalist Sikh t"aOei, Siirt .larnait -gfin_

=::;aie. This Rasputin-like figure, with hG iiunt f.eatures and
-- l?"-g-lea,.d, recalls ttri,.m'aa muffahi;' of eritish Ind-ia:_;:;r. lL: calls for the creation oi an inOependent Sikh stale-l{:; -:s:a r. ha r.e led to 

. 
infig}ting r;o;g -5ikh-};";i;;;, ";;;

-:frs€tr:ad lndira Gandhi with her most-serious ctifl"nbJ-in:P-::'jears.
l: =e 

.rutsider. India may. appear monolithic. In reality, India

= 
r _r' ceen a unified naiiori since 1949; before ind;d;d;a;j:::- B:.=rn. India was-a dizzying cotiibCoi prtnceiv iiaili,

,l:_..:,_T .gllciWlities and satrapies hcling rn any common:.-_iigE :isiory. or sense of nationhood

Reliance on English

Dangero-uffiEETE
Demands. by Sikh militants for the incorporation into an auton-omous Sikh 

'state 
of regions. r.om lire-iei;hd.ilA J;l;?Haryana, Rajas_tan and_ H-imachat praOeitrats-o pos" a-Oingeiouimenace to the Indian federal state. Changes ln one state,s bor_dels could set off a charn reactron across India.

Though Indira Gandhi does profit poriii"iiiv rrom risins Hinduanger over events in th.e punjhb, s-tri will tit<"etv Ue cdmp?liil;;take some forceful action .td queii-sitiii *riitun"y. otherwise,growing sikh ag_ita-tion_ qourd threaten the fiagile" poriiii,ir"ii,i
e_thnic fabric of India. Risin-g communal violenie id the fini;bthreatens to ignite a train otniotencJ icrdir-""".-r,iuiji" li?iil. No*. that New Delhi has..tiiieO-p"riisLn wth somehowbeing tehind the Sikh uprising _?- nalefeli"'ctaim inle-naa;rally Hindu chauvinists -_theie atso iiises ih"-;";;6;nil ;;India's 40 million Muslims being drawn-inio tt" tracas. Such aneve-lt brings back frightenin! memoriei of rsaa-i949;ir;;millions die-d in commu[al retie]oui]ieliins, "

New Delhi will certainly not-tolerat"e thJcreation of an inde_pendent Sikh state; it will also Ue untiteiy to grant more thantoken autonomy to the. punjab, test ttre-olner "memUeiJ;f'Ih;
lLdjan Union seek simil?r cdncessions. rnl-prbuO, in"itroriirii"Sikhs, known as ..the lions of runliU,;'--wiii'tt.i, n"-iii.lfi;i"continue their violent struggle to fr6e ihe;;l;;-oi *ii"'iilr,#
l99,ll-9pp."rsion by Hindus and the bureaucrats *to,unln,ii}',
soclallst government.

From the Golden Teql.le at Amritsar, the Vatican of Sikhism,Bhindranwale and his f6ilowers *ilf 6 on-opposini,-*ith-ii;i;
swords_and s-pears, the might ot ttre tfidiin re'a'eial Ebvei;nmi,ii'(Eric Margolis is a member of the canadiai-institu"te of si;i;-gic Studies)


