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Washington curtails aid

Today, Burnham is considered ‘hostile’” by Washington; as a
result, U.S. aid has been curtailed and much-needed loans from
the World Bank and IMF delayed or blocked. Having seen what
happened in Grenada, Burnham is keeping a low profile, report-
edly at the urging of his Cuban advisers.

Just as Brazil brought pressure on Guyana’s neighbor,
Surinam, to expel its Cuban ‘“advisers,” so Venezuela is now
“influencing” Burnham to distance himself from Moscow and
Havana. The newly elected leaders of democratic Venezuela are
quite aware that Russia considers Guyana a key strategic gate-
way into South America. The Venezuelans have made it clear
that they will not tolerate overtly Marxist regimes in either
Guyana or Trinidad.

Venezuela is also influencing Guyana by toning down its
claims to Guyana’s mineral-rich Essequibo region; but should
Burnham pursue his leftward course, these claims could be
easily pressed, with unfortunate results for the Guyanese.

The rapid rise of political repression in Guyana, including
many jailings, beatings and a few assassinations, has led some
exiled Guyanese groups to take more militant action. Shortly
before Christmas, a number of East Indian Guyanese were
caught red-handed by the FBI and RCMP with a truckload of
arms, reportedly destined for a coup attempt against Burnham.

We can probably expect more of this sort of action. Opposition
to Burnham and his goon squads is centred in Toronto, where
many Guyanese groups are active. If Burnham continues his
leftward drift, it is net improbable that the U.S. and Venezuela
may find in Toronto the leadership of a new Guyanese govern-
ment.

Most West Indians and many Guyanese would breathe a great
sigh of relief if Guyana were rid of the twin curses of Jagan and
Burnham. \




