entist Gerald Bull and the unfolding drama
of Traq’s monster gun have filled the world
media for the last week with fevered speculation
and a lot of ill-informed theories. =
The link between Bull and Irag’s massive arms
buildup was outlined two weeks ago in this
column, including the assertion that the scientist
was most likely murdered by Israeli agents. This
view is now widely shared by intelligence officials.
Bull had worked for decades developing long-
range artillery systems, including a U.S.-financed
project in the 1950s and ’60s to design 2 huge
cannon capable of launching satellites into low
Earth orbit. In later years, Bull collaborated with
South Africa, Israel, Austria and Belgium in the
production of guns and shells. Mest recently, Ball
was deeply involved in the murky business of
helping Iraq set up arms manufacturing, industrial
projects and, possibly, chemical warfare plants.

The mysterious assassination of Canadian sci-

claimed were parts of a gigantic gun the Iragis
were trying to build. Ensuing press reports,
fuelled by planted stories from the British and
Israelis, suggested the device would be capa-
ble of firing a rocket-boosted shell of more than
4,000 Ibs. over 300 miles or more.

This was, in effect, almost a duplicate of
giantgundscribedbyJuBVerneinh's
novel, A Trip to the Moon.

Behind all the speculation, however, serious
technical questions remain unanswered. Rocket-as-
sisted shells, for example, are notoriously naccu-
rate due to the irregular burning of their propel-
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“OK, I'll tell you where it was built. But first
you tell me if you want to ‘Buy American’ or if

you want Japanese quality.”

Eqna]lyimpa‘tant,itwmldlikelyhavetobeﬁxed
in pesition and supported by cables that would
seriously hinder traversing and elevation.

If built, the purported Iragi monster might
resemble the massive bombards used by the Otis-
Because of their great weight, such guns were cast
hphceheﬁl'ethe'albdbaiegedcities.'n:ef
hurled metal balls or rocks weighing several loms
and blew up -with dismaymg
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Building giant gun is technically possible But
what would i i

shell would have little military value. During the
world wars, both sides used 15 and 16-inch naval
gmmﬂedmnilws.'ﬂ:emostfamBg
Ba-ﬂn,puedabigdislmoinxmmt.&tbes:.kaq
mﬂlheiiktnmemchawwpmtohbaier
shells daily in the direction Tehran, a2 desul-
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So from a military point ;
ness sounds bizarre in the extreme. Stll. it's just
le the brilliant Bull, who always had 2
fascination with ultra-longrange guns, was ryms
toap’h'swea'bybuﬂdingd:ewodd‘slarges
Tinker Toy. Or, be might have sold the credulous



