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Focus on volatile Korea

industrious, sober population has been caugh
between the expansionist designs of more powerful
neighbors. At the end of World War II, Korea was
partitioned into Russian and American spheres of
influence. This division appears to satisfy the great

and many Koreans. As in the case of Ger-
many, few non-Koreans really want to see this
nation, totalling 58 million, reunited.

If South Korea’s 39 million inhabitants were
joined to North Korea’s 19 million, a new state of
great economic, political and military power would
emerge, threatening the present uneasy balance in
north Asia. Today, the two Koreas field mili
forces amounting to almost 1.4 million: If they
were unified, Korea would become, in terms of
ground troops, the world’s fourth military power.

- The bomb that killed six key South Korean offi-
cials in Rangoon, Burma, on October 9, was likely
planted by North Korea’s efficient intelligence ser-
vice. This bloody incident, aimed at eliminating
South Korean President Chun Doo Hwan, was only
the latest episode in the covert war that has been
waged between the two Koreas since the end of the
Korean conflict in 1953.

~ North Korea, with strong Russian backing, has
conducted sabotage, assassination and infiltration
©operations designed to bring down the pro-Western

. regimes in Seoul. Unlike North Korea, the epito-

me of a ruthless totalitarian system, South Korea
has been run by its army and leading industrialists
for many years. While certainly no democracy,
South Korea does permit a degree of personal
freedom sufficient to allow for some opposition and
-anti-government plots.

The United States, South Korea’s supporter, has
‘pressured the Seoul government, over recent years,
%«i)hdemocratize and allow more political dissent.
‘This relaxation, coupled with intense North Korean

- destabilization efforts and the inherent political

instability of South Korea, has resulted in the grow-
ing vulnerability of the south.

The clear intention of North Korea’s leader, Kim
11 Sung, is to provoke the collapse of the Seoul
government and profit from the ensuing chaos to
launch his well-equipped army of 700,000 on a light-
ning invasion of the south. Many military analysts
believe that even the presence of 40,000 American

there could plunge the world into 2 major military
confrontation.

(Eric Margolis is a member of the Canadian Inmsti-
tute of Strategic Studies)
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“Now he wants to see a bloody sccial worker




