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Exotic Yemen
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Cash for asKmg
Since nobodv works very much, Yemenis support themselves

bv the traditidnal pastime of banditry or by soaktng money out

;i til fi;i;-ffi ina sauols. whendver the treasurv begins to

."n'atv,-lt" aitful Ye*enis raise tlq c{y of an imminent com-

ffiil:T1"6"!i.-w"Jti"gion and Rivadh usuallv respond with
instant cash that i, u.ui'i"o'6;p th""-;;rlike rhounthin tribes

loval and quiet.-"li,it ;il;;; has been lately aided by the Russians and South

v"-""it *tto i"gut"ily stir up the vola-tile border tribes in a

;;;;;"td;itittgri-iitnit"t b the Great Game on the northwest

frontier of the fbimer British Indian raj'--'^ffi;i ,i,"iii "t" 
given bags of silvei Maria Theresa thalers.

tll-ei" i"ig" coins. p"rominenily displaying the ample bust of the

nuL-"nutqi" Austriin "*piesl, 
ari' much favored bv Yemenis'

ii*u"ia"i,"a bi qat 
"t,i".Ti"Jt, 

ttt" tiGtry"n then liunch raids

"ti'S"i"rlttte"Arirericans 
and Saudis usually respond by rggnilq

in irmt and dollars - George Washington is not as popular as

Maria Theresa in Yemen - and so the gam-e goes on'^'^ill"tcif"l-ind 
romantic as all this sounds,-there is a serious

.ia; d;;'ily ;"tt, iemen may {all to some dour communist
;;;i-;'ih"ti'ill pul an end to iribal chaos and force the anar-

.iri. ttin"ttnen oirto 
"oite"tiu" 

farms' The Saudis and their oil
;iii ;;-i" ;;iious jeopardv. B!r!, until then, this land of the

6"',""" 
"i'Sr,l,6u '""rnbini 

the world's most interesting. exotic land

;"d;; of our few remaining gateways into the past'
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