tratinpo-usin{m-ugn' affairs that it had never
before enjoved.

Policy paralyzed

dCug:esinfa'a'gnmattashastmdedmpara-
l)uUszﬁcyandtobmdenitwithsomeevﬂs
iinpnhﬂlez\_ma-icanlegislaﬁvesystan.lntb&

aﬁs.lntact,ahnosteveryonewithanaxebogrind
hfcﬁgnaﬂaixshasgottenmtotheact.
T_lnpﬁchtwas,inﬂ)epast,abletopartially
mmddbamanydﬂmeprssmm; but Con-
gress, on money and votes from these spe-
ps, dares net deny their persistent
demands. No congressman, faced with expensive
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elec!i:_nsevu-ytwoyears,isgoingtosaynoto
i ing more aid or spe-

eme.Agrwpofcongrmnenandsenatorswere
completely gulled by these comical imposters,
offering to sell their i for oil money. The
appalling fact in this matter was not the dishonesty
of the legislators — called by H.L. Mencken
“America’s only native criminal class” — but that

these men, whose policymaking greatly influenced -

events in the vital Middle East, could not distin-
guish between a real Arab and an imposter.
Besides being generally unlettered in foreign
affairs, Congress has developed its own rapidly
growing bureaucracy of committees and subcom-
mittees that have slowed legislation to a snail’s
pace. Foreign policy decisions calling for immedi-
ate executive action end up bogged down in obscure
committees or subjected to televised hearings in
ich legislators posture for their constituents.

Dissolution of power

All of this dissolution of power in international
affairs — something never intended by the framers
of the Constitution — has resulted in the growing

confusion and hesitancy that we see today. The

recent Supreme Court decision striking down Con-
gress’s legislative veto may help restore some deci-
sion-making power to the president, but the long-
term prospects of getting Congress out of interna-
tional affairs appears faint.

After all, it is far more interesting for legislators
to declaim on the problems of democracy in
Burundi, or to please local groups by sending cash
to Zimbabwe than it is to tell irate dairymen that
the U.S. government just does not need fo buy two
million more pounds of surplus butter from them.
So in a world that is ever more in need of firm U.S.
policy and guidance, and at a time when the East
Bloc is making gains almost everywhere, America
remains the only major power without a central
decision-making process in foreign relations. It
seems that the administration spends as much time
and effort fighting with Congress over foreign
affairs as it does with its communist enemies.

(Eric Margolis is a member of the Canadian
Institute of Strategic Studies) -

LL(L([_‘L’L" TTTTTT222 2222



