Backyard plots

Was Canada going to join France in offering to sweep Nicara-
gua’s harbors of mines, asked the NDP’s foreign affairs critic,
Pauline Jewett, in Parliament last week.

No, replied Pierre Trudeau, Canada has a “‘clear practice of
not sending ships” into war zones unless under UN mandate.
External affairs was, however, ‘“‘evaluating” the matter.

This little exchange had about it an Alice in Wonderland qual-
ity. In her haste te despatch a squadron of Canadian mines-
weepers — complete with natty sailors chorusing the Interna-
tional — Pauline Jewett forgot one minor detail. Canada has no
minesweepers.

Why? Because the Liberals, with staunch NDP backing, have
reduced our once-powerful navy into a little flotilla of broken-
down, obsolete gunboats. Never mind Nicaragua, Canada could
not sweep its own ports of mines.

If war does come, one of Russia’s first acts would be to
heavily mine Halifax, Saint John, the St. Lawrence and Vancou-
ver. Unless the U.S. Navy comes to the rescue — and it will be
busy trying to keep U.S. ports open — not one ship will leave
Canadian harbors.

Canada’s current minesweeping capability is best described by
Lt.-Col. Brian MacDonald of the Institute for Strategic Stu-
dies: ‘“We would send down one diver with a flashlight and a
pair of wire cutters.”

So, Pauline, we have no minesweepers to help make Central
America safe for socialism and none are planned in our five-year
naval budget. No Canadian battleship Potempkin will steam
southward to succor the Sandinistas from the nasty impe-
rialist Americans.

Intriguing response

While the reaction of Canada’s socialists to the mining issue
has been misinformed and fatuous — what we would normally
expect — the response of France’s socialist government has been
intriguing.

Shortly after President Francois Mitterrand announced, in the
course of an American tour, that he felt ‘‘completely at home in
the U.S.,” France came to the rescue of the beleaguered Marxist
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