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America dirties its hands
A huge car bomb exploded last IVIarch in
A Beirut. Its target, the radical Shia leader,

4 ll\Iohammed Fadallah, escaped; but B0 inno-
cent Lebanese civilians were killed and 200 iniured.
Just another case of random Lebanese mayhem?
\ot this time.

The car bomb was planted by Lebanon's military
intelligence agency, the shadowy Second Bureau.
And who was funding and training this group that
has long terrorized Lebanon by kidnapping and
murder? None other than the CIA. according to
revelations this week in Washington.

This is not a story of CIA wickedness but rather
of the relentless stupidity of Secretary of State
George Shultz. A year ago, Shultz convinced Presi-
dent Reagan to authorize "counter-terror" opera-
tions in Lebanon against Moslem and leftist groups
fighting against what they saw as the American
and Israeli occupation of their country.

The CIA objected strongly to Shultz's "get tough"
policy against terrorists; it was one thing to fulmi-
nate in Washington and quite another to go and kill
suspects in Lebanon. The CIA was overruled and
ord-ered to finance and aid the Second Bureau, a
Christian Maronite group long hated and feared by
the nation's Moslem majority.

In }Iarch, the Second Bureau reportedly staged
the Beirut car bombing, using hired killers to do
the job. The CIA admits some links to the Second
Bureau but denies any links to the car-bomb
attack. Other informed sources in Washington and
Paris insist that the CIA was, in fact, closely linked
to the bomb attack that caused 280 casualties.

\\'hatever the degree of linkage, there is no doubt
that the U.S. must take a good deal of responsibil-
itl'for the actions of its hired assassins in Lebanon.
What u'e are seeing here, in terrible irony, is
another version of the 1982 massacres of Palestin-
ians at Shatilla and Sabra. There, Israel's Christian

"l'm afraid Jane has gone on and on once too
often about the romance of travel."
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