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Afghan folly

Eighty-four years ago the great British geopolitician, Sir Hal-
ford MacKinder, made a startling prediction. Russia would
become the dominant world power, he prophesized, when it
succeeded in expanding its southern border to the Arabian Sea.
Today, in Afghanistan, Russia appears well on the way to realiz-
ing this historical goal.

While the U.S. is embroiled in the Levant’s endless squabbles,
the Russians are relentlessly absorbing strategic Afghanistan
into the Soviet Union. Roads and rail lines are being driven
south from the Soviet border; Afghan minerals and gas are
diverted northward; and a new generation of Afghans is being
schooled in Marxism and Russian language.

Western hopes that Russia would encounter its own Vietnam in
the mountains of Afghanistan have proven illusory. Soviet occu-
pation forces are waging a slow, patient and relentless war of
attrition whose successful outcome seems inevitable.

Almost 40% of Afghanistan’s rural population, upon whom the
anti-communist guerrillas must rely for food and shelter, has
fled into exile in Pakistan or has been driven into government-
controlled camps by a campaign of terror bombing, shelling
and the poisoning of wells. Large portions of Afghanistan are
now free-fire zones for Soviet tactical aviation.

The lightly armed Afghan freedom fighters are now routinely
hunted across the barren mountains by helicopter gunships,
strike aircraft and paratrooper units. They must also face scat-
ter mines, napalm, cluster bombs and booby traps.

The moujihadin are unable to counter Soviet military technol-
ogy. Basic military necessities, such as radios, gas masks,
ammunition and first aid Kits, are in pitifully-short supply.

Reports of occasional small victories by the moujihadin have
tended to lull Western opinion into thinking that the Russians are
bogged down in Afghanistan. A growing number of Western mili-
tary analysts believe, to the contrary, that the Afghans are
slowly but surely being ground down by Soviet firepower. The
guerrillas may still be able to harass the Russians, but they
cannot break the growing Soviet grip on their nation.

Far from being another Vietnam, Afghanistan is proving, for
the Russians, a highly useful, low budget war. At a cost of some
5,000 dead and 10,000 wounded, the Russians are deriving invalu-
able combat experience in Afghanistan and the opportunity to
test and perfect new weapons and tactics. A large portion of the
war’s cost is being offset by the diversion to Russia of Afghan
natural resources and produce.

Afghanistan will remain a low-budget war for the Soviets
unless the moujihadin receive large quantities of Western anti-
aircraft and anti-tank missiles, radios, mines, and chemical
gear.
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Many Pakistanis believe this threat to be very real.
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